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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATIOM

The significance of Wiadyslaw Gomulka's promise to hold early elections in Poland
appears to be seriously overestimated in the West. Thanks to Gomulka himself,
ths chances of maintaining Communist power over Poland are far greater than in
Hungary, quite aside from developments in Oetober 1956,

Gomulka ’quite rightly maintained that tle policies he advocated for Poland, and
by indireetion for the other Satellitcs after World Wur II, were sounder from
the Communist viewpoint than those planned and in most instances saxrried out dy

the Soviets in Europe.

In one re ot, Gomilka's policy was adopted in Poland. After the Polish Commn
ist Party (PP) and the Polish Socialiast Party (PPS) were merged intc the United
Workers' Party, the Soviets advocated the abolishment of other politieal parties
in Poland. Actually, in most of the Satellites, the non-Communiet parties were
eliminated after the transition period. In Poland, however, Gomilka's eocungel
prevailed in this respect at least, and the Polish peasants' Uxnicn as well a3
the Demoeratie Party remained as legal parties alongside the United Workers'
Party. Very skillfully, seeret menbers as well as ageits of the UB (Seourity
Servise) were systematieally maneuvered into econtrolling positions of the two
remining "Non-Communist" parties. So suecessful was this operation that Gomul
finds himself today in the lronie position of having a firuver p on the so-
ealled non~Commmaist parties than he has on the United Workers' Perty, whexe
Communist subservients to Moseow are still in the mjority sven after the recent

moves toward independenee.

Under these cirsumstanses, Gomilka can await the results of even relatively
free elections with equanimity. Should the gombined vote of the nominally non-
Cotmunist parties exeeed the election total of tha United Workers' Party, it
would have to be assumed that these parties would furnish some of the top
leaders of a future Polish regime. Fcr itke reasons outlined adbove, such a group
would pose no threat to Communist sontrol in general and might even consclidate

Gomlka's ltrength. 50X1'HUM

5. the situation is quite different in Hungary, where Soviet
policy Tegard to non-Communist parties had prevatled., In the light of the

gurrert Hungarian situation, | the Soviet leadership has
privately rescunsidered its atiitude towaxrd and may at this pofnt dbe
sincerely gratefal to him for his cutward show of independence. This, in ¢
addition to the faet that the avcidanae of blood-shed in Polend by timely con-
cessions has minimized the demand for withdrawal of Sorviet fcrees from Poland.

It is well eonceivable that Gcmulka in & very real sens2 has preserved Commmism
as the dominating foree in Poland. Whether he himself will ultimately prevail
within the Comminist movement {g by no means assured, altbough his short-range

prospects appear good. 50X1-HUM
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